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Standards  

The Colorado Academic Standards 

(CAS) are the expectations of what 

students need to know and be able to 

do at the end of each grade. They 

also stand as the values and content 

organizers of what Colorado sees as 

the future skills and essential knowl-

edge for our next generation to be 

more successful.  

 

Preschool Standards                   

Are included in the Colorado Aca-

demic Standards and align with the 

Teaching Strategies Gold assess-

ment tool implemented by Aurora 

Public Schools. 



 Instructional strategies for students 

with an IEP in preschool are          

research based and dependent on 

the needs of the individual student 

Instruction is provided in all early 

academic skills such as Early        

Literacy, Mathematics, Science and 

Technology,  Social Studies and the 

Arts 

Focus is intended on the whole child 

and includes support in Social-

Emotional development, Physical, 

Language and Cognition 

Strategies for instruction are individu-

alized and match student need 

Instruction emphasizes what a child 

can do, not what a child can’t do 

Positive focus on a child’s skills and 

abilities 

Inclusionary instructional program for 

all student need 

Play-based approach which includes 

both open-ended (dramatic play, 

building with blocks) and close-ended 

(puzzles, reading a book) type tasks 

 

 

Disability Identification Criteria 

A Preschooler with a Disability is a child 

three through five years of age who is  

experiencing developmental delays in one 

or more of the following areas: physical 

development, cognitive development, 

communication development, social or       

emotional development, or adaptive     

development. These differences prevent 

the child from receiving reasonable edu-

cational benefit from general education 

alone. 

Criteria 

7th %tile or below on valid             

standardized assessments  

OR 

Empirical data showing a condition 

known to be associated with            

significant delays  

OR 

BOE indicating learning is significantly 

different from age expectations across 

settings and written documentation by 

the team including parents to support 

this learning difference 

 

A Preschooler with a 

Disability 

Instruction  Program Overview  

 The mission of the Aurora Public Schools 

Early Childhood Special Education        

Department is to ensure that all preschool  

students will transition into kindergarten 

with the experiences and skills necessary 

to reach high levels of learning throughout 

their academic careers. The opportunities 

for early learning provide a strong founda-

tion that will help to ensure success       

depending on the individual need of the 

child. Our students are highly diverse 

learners with extensive needs.  This     

program is fully inclusionary allowing     

access for all children in a rich, early child-

hood program. 

The Early Childhood Special Education 

Department strives to involve the family by 

emphasizing the important role they play in 

their child’s education and support families 

in their roles as nurturers and teachers.  

 


