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What is the Expanded Core Curriculum?  

The Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) is 

the body of knowledge and skills that are 

often provided to students with visual im-

pairments due to their  unique disability-

specific needs, in addition to the core aca-

demic curriculum of general education. The 

ECC is  recommended to be used as a 

framework for assessing students, planning 

individual goals and providing instruction 

as student needs dictate. 

 

Components of the ECC may include:  

Compensatory/functional academic  

   skills, including communication modes  

• Orientation and Mobility  

• Social Interaction skills  

• Independent Living skills  

• Recreation and Leisure skills  

• Career Education  

• Use of Assistive Technology  

• Visual Efficiency skills  

• Self-determination  

Expanded Core Curriculum 



Orientation and Mobility (O&M) is a 

related service, specific to blindness and 

low vision, that requires systematic instruc-

tion in safe, efficient, and effective travel 

skills to people of all ages: 

Orientation refers to the ability to know 

where you are and where you want to go, 

whether you're moving from one room to 

another or walking downtown for a shop-

ping trip. 

Mobility refers to the ability to move 

safely, efficiently, and effectively from one 

place to another, such as being able to walk 

without tripping or falling, cross streets, 

and use public transportation. 

Many of the current TVIs in APS are also 

Certified O&M specialists who provide 

instruction to students beginning in pre-

school and throughout the school years.  

Early instruction focuses on developing 

foundation skills in  body image and essen-

tial spatial concepts. Later instruction in-

cludes travel in school, home and commu-

nity including travel in residential, city and 

rural areas. 

Both independence and interdependence 

are stressed depending on the task, age, and 

capabilities of the student. Knowing when 

and how to ask for assistance 

(interdependence) is a critical aspect of 

O&M instruction.  

Visual Impairment including Blindness 

Defined 

A deficiency in visual acuity (no greater 

than 20/70) and/or visual field (less than 20 

degrees) and/or visual functioning where, 

even with the use of lenses or corrective 

devices, a child is prevented from receiving 

reasonable educational benefit from gen-

eral education. 

The Vision Team supports students, pre-

school through age 21, who have visual 

impairments or blindness in every educa-

tional setting.  Most students attend their 

home schools and are supported by a TVI 

and/or Braillist/Assistant on an itinerant 

basis.  Small clusters of Braille learners are 

informally established in some schools, and 

students are placed into those clusters as 

determined by the IEP team.  

Many students who have Multiple Disabili-

ties are served within DLC programs where 

the focus for them is primarily the practice 

and use of functional vision skills in order 

to increase awareness and engagement in 

their environment. 

 

Learning Media Assessment 

Each student with an identified vision im-

pairment is given a Learning Media As-

sessment which provides teachers with in-

formation as to the extent of the vision im-

pairment, the student’s skill in accessing 

information from sensory channels, as well 

as his/her preferred learning media 

(auditory, visual, kinesthetic), which is 

used to plan for appropriate instruction for 

each individual. 

 

Instruction 

Students are supported to access instruction 

through the use of assistive technology 

and/or Braille instruction; and modified 

learning materials such as enlarged or 

brailed text and tactile graphics. Those who 

are Braille learners are pulled for targeted 

Braille instruction, and provided support in 

class for practice and generalization of 

those skills within the curriculum.  

Regular and frequent consultation with 

classroom teachers and special educators is 

provided to enhance their understanding of 

student needs and their ability to provide 

appropriate learning environments in sup-

port of their students. 
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